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ITERUTIOVAL MILITARY TRTBINAL FOR THE FAR EAST 


THE UNITED STATIS OF A207:IC’, et ele 
- AGALST - AFFIDAVIT 


ARAKI, SADAO, ot ale 


I, General USAKI, Kazushige, do swear on my conscience that the 
following is true: 


In 1924 I was @ liaitenent general in the Imperial Japanese Arny 
and hold the Portfolio of Minister of nar. In accord with the government 
policy of reducing armanents and retrenching expenditures, I omercd and 
succeeded in reducing the sizo of tho Japanese Army. I became War Minister 
again in the HAMAGUCHI Cabinet. ‘while occupying this position in 
January or February 1931, cortain officers of the Military Police reported 
to me that Dr. OKAWA Shumei, a well-known ultre-nationalist leader, was 
planning some kind of a demonstration around the Dist Building when tho 
Diet would be in session. I did not take this too scoriously at the tim. 
However, lator on in March 1931, I received a lettor from tho aforesaid 
Dr. OKAWA Shumoi in which ho suggcsted that I become head of his movament 
to establish the Showa Rostoration. 


I continucd to reccive ropoits from various officers in the General 
Staff about the aforosaid Dr. OKAWA Shumoi. As thoy scomod to bo moro 
serious than I at first bolicvod, I conforred with the Chief of tho Military 
4ffairs Burocu Genoral KOISO Kunicki and tho Vice Ministor of War Gonoral 
SUGIYAM., Hajimc. They informed mo thet there was a plot by which tho 
aforosaid Dr. OKA Shumoi end othors wore to scize the reins of tho 
govornmcnt, and that I was schodulod to bocome tho hoad of this revolutionary 
government. Thc cforcsaid Gonoral KOISO end the aforesaid Gonoral SUGIYAM, ~ 
told me at this tino thet the oforosaid Dr. Ol%.iW/. Shumoi Gosirod the aid of 


tho .rmy in the oxecution of this plot. I immodiatcly ordorod both of 

tho aforosaid Gonorals KOISO and SUGIY:2\, to stop oll plans for the carrying 
out of this rovolutionary coup by the usc of the .rmy ct onco and to so 
advise the conepirators. This plot was lector known as the March Incidont. 

I rosigned with the H.M.GUCHI C2zbinct on .pril 13, 1931 and voluntarily 
retirod from tho amy. 


In 1937 coftor the fall of the HIROL. Cabinct I was ordored by tho 
Emporor to form « cabinet cnd attemptod to do so. Undcr tho lews thon 
oxisting it wos neccssary that the liinistcr of War bo a gonoral or a 
licutenant goneral in active sorvicce. Nominations for this portfolio woro 
madc by the Inspector Goneral of Military Education, The Chicf of tho Army 
General Staff, and the retiring War Minister. Tho rotiring War Ministor 
wes Gonoral TER.UCHI, Hisaichi. The Vico Chicf of the .rmy Gonoral Staff 
was Gonoral NISHIO, Jugo, who acted for the ailing Princo KiNIN. Tho 
Inspector General of Military Biucation was Gaioral SUGIYAI4., Hajimo.e. Tho 
opposition of tho military was such because of my prior activities as War 
Ministor in reducing the size of the Japanese .riy and because I rofusod 
to coopcrato with the militaristic cliquo in the .rmy Goncral Staff in 
carrying out the March I-cidont. ..lthough tho Army triumvirate submittod 
to me the names of three porsons of sufficicnt rank to fill tho post of 
Ministor of War, all throo of thcse persons rofused tho appointmont, and 
it thus bocame neccssary for m to advisc the Emporor that I was unable to 
form 2 cebinct cs commandcd. 


K. UGAKI 
UGAT, Kazushigo 


Sworn cnd subscribed to beforc tho 
undorsigned officor by thc abovce 
named UGAKI, Kazushigc, at the War 
iWinistry Building, Tokyo, Jxpan, 
this 15th day of Juno, 1946. 


/s/ Horrymn Dorscy 
Ccptain, J..GD 
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I, Jorry M. Sumiyoshi a 
I om fully conversant with tho Japancge and English lenguages, 
and that I, this day, read tho forogcing Arfidavit to tho 
abovo-naomod UG..KI, Kazushige in Jcpareso, and in so coing, 
truly and corroctly translctod tho contents theroof from 
English into Japanese; and that said UBKI, Kazushige statod 
to mo that tho contonts of said affidavit wero the truth, and 
that he wos willing to sign said Affidavit under oath; and 
thet said UG.KI, Kazushigo was duly sworn in my prosonco and 
signod soid iffidevit u.dor oath in my prosonco; and that all 
procoodings incidental to the administration of said oath ond 
tho signing of said iffidavit wero truly ond corroctly trans- 
lated from Jopenese into English cnd English into Japancso 
end fully undorstood ond comprohanded by said affiant. 


Datod this 15th dey of Juno, 1946, at Tokyo, Japane 


/s/ Pfo. Jo M. Sumiyoshi 


Docyment 1228 


Pis “Ixcellency UGAKI, Kazushige 


(iote: Red-penci) lec note on same side says: 
'Troof regarding March Incident Left (“ing)." 


Reverse: (From) CXA'A, Shunei 
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the 13th, Fremler FH 
tion, Though this 3 
cannot be fuarantesd 
would arise in ths 
and fearful ruddy 


Nor all hopes of the nation aro concentrated on Your Excelle 
and those who reeli: feel anxiety over the nacren ear. 


Your Excellency to acconmp.ish the great work of the S: 
novation. 


‘ 
“7 
Via 


At the sane time, the members of political parties too 
suprort Your =xcellency, and interna to maintain theiz old in- 
fluence. as t*2 politiccl situation is so acute, that con- 
spiracy would undoubtedly be very vigorous. 


During our unconscicusrness, the progress of the nation has 
rapidly changed, riur a iicreate in the many difficulties, 
and the nation's political path har now been fcellowed to the 
very brink, Signs of cisorcer are alreacy pressing upon us. 
Years of national vainglory fade in a moment, reckless and 
inactive irdustr’ is fast falling into decay, undeserved rewards 
are suddenly on the decrease and useless planning collepses of its 
orm weight, as a sick man whose pains increase, but who has no 
place where he might appeal in his pain, The ready-made parvies 
“eve entirely lost confidence under Peaven. Bvery mouth among 
the people has cursec parliamentary politics, Yital now is the 
need for a great man of ability to overcome disorder, and 
vindicate richteousness. ‘ho else but you can we seek as one 
who can solemnly shovicer the burden of the Imperial soil! The 
whole nation is irresoiute. Not that man; are without wisdom 
and tact, but none of them has any courage to carry out his 
own belief according to rishtcousness. 
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Belief is alrays e pover, and it is the greatest rover 
todar. The whole world hap inte self-confidance if you stand 
up tit> a belict thet never nesitates, filled : 4th palriotic 
lamentaticn, and Wer yourself with doficatea hicod, rergesting 
immediate | sal matters, thinking cf creat things OY and 
bravoly stiri and commit yourself to the «reat ccuse of your 
Mperor and Fatrsrland, mon of the same mind would respond to 
you whereever tn ; and a great thing vould certainly be 
accomplished. The tiine is juet shesd for a grad mission to 
descend on you. F o cherish seli-rernect, mike up your mind 
to bo the head of a group rhich will accorplish a great work, 
anc don't bo held by such conmen people as men of the political 
parties to bheccme their leader, Cy, our cowrades havo ocen 
awaitine the aprroach of tris day for thirteon years. Nor, 
when I see that tne life of the whole Unvire is pending on your 
decision, I fcel awo-inspired. Prey Your Uxcellencr, do not 
let us fall into the avorsy of dorpair, Further, under your 
leadership ve comraces vil! devove all the dest part of our- 
selves ard cach bearing his share of the great rig 4 teousness 
of our country couplotaly change over the Smire, Let the 
Imperial dignity be uplifted withi« and without the country 
and let tho time come soon, even one minute quicker. 


(Sign.) OKAA, Shumei 


To General UGAKI, Kazushir¢e 


Warch 6, 1921 


